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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

1 . In a relational database management system (RDBMS). a method of processing 
related records comprising: / 
receiving a plurality of related records; / 
inserting said plurality of related records into a single taj/e of an RDBMS; 
associating said plurality of related records as a set wfthin said single table using 

a published function of said RDBMS; and / 

responsive to a triggering condition, selectively purging particular related records 
of said set from said single table. / 

2. The method of claim, 1 , wherein said triggering condition identifies at least one of 
said plurality of related records and sara^rging step purges non-identified 
related records of said set. / 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherein said purging step purges each one of said 
plurality of related records. / 

4. The method of claim 1 , wherein said table includes a data type for specifying 
said plurality of related/records and said associating step further comprises 
assigning to each oyk of said plurality of related records a common identifier 
conforming with s^d data type, wherein said common identifier is unique to said 



5. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

disassociating selected records from said set responsive to a triggering 
condition. / 



set. 
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The method of claim 1 , further cortlprising: 

deleting throughout said RDBMS,/records linked to said purged records using 
referential integrity rules. 

7. The method of claim 1 , said asafociating step further comprising: 

associating selected records oy said set as a subset wherein said particular 
related records of said purging step ipclude at least one selected record of said subset. 

/8. In a relational database management system (RDBMS), a method of processing 
related records comprising: 
receiving a plurality of related records; 

inserting said plurality of related records into a single table of an RDBMS; 

associating said plurality of related records as a set within said single table, 
wherein each one of said plurality /of related records is assigned a common identifier 
unique to said set which conforn^f^ a data type in said table for associating said 
plurality of related records; and 

responsive to a triggering /condition identifying at least one of said plurality of 
related records, selectively purging particular non-identified related records of said set. 



/ 9. A relational database management system (RDBMS), comprising: 

a table for storing a plurality of records, wherein said table is configured with an 

identifier for specifying related jones of said plurality of records as a record set, wherein 

said identifier is unique to eaclfi said record set; 

an associate record set processor for associating said related ones of said 

plurality of records with one pother as a record set within said table; and 

a purge record set processor for purging selected ones of said record set in said 

table responsive to a triggering condition. 



10. The RDBMS of claim 
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2 a second pre-defined table within said RDBMS for maintaining associations of 

3 said related ones of said plurality of records within said table. / 

1 11. The RDBMS of claim 9, wherein said identifier is a data type/ 

1 12. The RDBMS of claim 9, further comprising: / 

2 a disassociate record set processor for disassociatincf selected records of said 

3 record set responsive to a triggering condition. / 

1 13. The RDBMS of claim 9. wherein said purge reicord set function deletes records 

2p linked to said purged records throughout safid RDBMS. 

^ / 

. « I \ // 



inj /1 4. A relational database management syi^m (RDBMS), comprising; 

^ \/ \ 

2^ a table for storing a plurality of reco^s wrtp rein particular ones of said plurality of 

3pJ records are related; / \ 

yj / \ 



^ an associate record set processor for associating said related ones of said 

S / 

^ plurality of records with one anothet/as a record set within said table; 

^ a purge record set processor for purging selected ones of said record set in said 

03 / 

/p table responsive to a triggering/condition; and 

8 a second pre-defined table within said RDBMS for maintaining associations of 

9 said related ones of said plurality of records within said table as said record set. 

1 15. The RDBMS of aaim 14. wherein said pre-defined table includes an identifier for 

2 specifying related ones of said plurality of records. 

1 1 6. The RDBMs of claim 1 5, wherein said identifier is a data type. 

1 17. The RDBMS of claim 14, further comprising: 

2 a disassociate record set processor for disassociating selected records of said 
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record set responsive to a triggering condition. 



1 18. The RDBMS of claim 14, wherehg^d purge record set function deletes records 

2 linked to said purged records throughout said RDBMS. 



^5 
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/1 9. A machine-readable storage, having stored thereon a computer program having 

a plurality of code sections executable by a machine for causing the machine to 

perform the steps of: 

receiving a plurality of related/ records; 

inserting said plurality of related records into a single table of a relational 
database management system (RDBMS); 

associating said plurality of related records as a set within said single table using 
a published function of said RDBMS; and 

responsive to a triggering c/ondition, selectively purging particular related records 
of said set from said single table.j 



u 

m 20. 

a 



The machine-readable storage of claim 19, wherein said triggering condition 
identifies at least oneio^^ plurality of related records and. said purging step 
purges non-identified refetdd records of said set. 



1 21 . The machine-readable sTorage of claim 19, wherein said purging step purges 

2 each one of said plurality of related records. 



1 22. The machine-readable storage of claim 19, wherein said table includes a data 

2 type for specifying sard plurality of related records and said associating step 

3 further comprises assigning to each one of said plurality of related records a 

4 common identifier conforming. with said data type, wherein said common 

5 identifier is unique to said set. 
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1 23. The machine-readable storage of claim 19, further comyrising: 

2 disassociating selected records from said set responsive to a triggering 

3 condition. / 

1 24. The machine-readable storage of claim 19, furtbier comprising: 

2 deleting throughout said RDBMS, records linked to said purged records using 

3 referential integrity rules. / 

1 25. The machine-readable storage of claim/19, said associating step further 

2 comprising: / 

associating selected records of said/set as a subset wherein said particular 



4^ related records of said purging step include at least one selected record of said subset. 

ru y 

/\ 

^ /26. A machine-readable storage, j/aving stored thereon a computer program having 

14 a plurality of code sections executable by a machine for causing the machine to 

3 perform the steps of: / 

/ 

g receiving a pluralityrof related records; 

P inserting said pluralll^^f related records into a single table of a relational 

^ av/\ 

Q database management sy^m^RDBMS); 

7 associating said pli/raflty of related records as a set within said single table, 

8 wherein each one of said plurality of related records is assigned a common identifier 

9 unique to said set which conforms to a data type in said table for associating said 

10 plurality of related refcords; and 

11 responsive/io a triggering condition identifying at least one of said plurality of 

12 related records/selectively purging particular non-identified related records of said set. 
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